
  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
9:00 a.m. 

Florida International University 
Modesto A. Maidique Campus 

Football Stadium Club 
Miami, FL 33199 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Jorge L. Arrizurieta, Chair 
Thomas Breslin 
Albert Maury 

Anthony Rionda 
Gerald Grant, FIU Foundation Board of Directors 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order and Chair’s Remarks Jorge L. Arrizurieta

2.  Approval of Minutes Jorge L. Arrizurieta

3.  Discussion/Information Items (No Action Required)  

 3.1 Athletics Overview Pete Garcia

 3.2 Community Service Report Liz Augustin

 3.3 Facilities Impact on the Community Julie Berg

 3.4 Pouring Rights Update Shawn Thorimbert

 3.5 Naming Rights Update Jose Sotolongo

4.  New Business (If Any) 
 

Jorge L. Arrizurieta

5. Closing Remarks and Adjournment Jorge L. Arrizurieta
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Approval of Minutes 
 

THE FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Athletics Workgroup 
November 18, 2009 

 
Subject:  Athletics Workgroup Meeting Minutes, May 28, 2009 

 
 
 

Proposed Workgroup Action: 
 
Adopt the following Resolution: 

 
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Florida International 

University Board of Trustees’ Athletics Workgroup held on May 28, 2009, 
attached to this Resolution as Exhibit “AW-Minutes,” are hereby approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Exhibits/Supporting Documents: 
 
 

 Exhibit “AW-Minutes”:  May 28, 2009 
Athletics Workgroup meeting minutes 

 
 

Facilitator/Presenter: 
 

 Workgroup Chair Jorge L. Arrizurieta 
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AATTHHLLEETTIICCSS  WWOORRKKGGRROOUUPP  
MINUTES 
28 MAY 2009 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER & CHAIR’S REMARKS 
The Florida International University Board of Trustees’ Athletics Workgroup meeting was called to 
order on Thursday, 28 May 2009, by Workgroup Chair Albert E. Dotson, Sr. at 8:39 a.m. in the 
University Park Campus, Football Stadium Club, Miami, Florida. 
 
The following attendance was recorded: 
 
Present:          
Albert Dotson, Chairperson  
Jorge L. Arrizurieta 
Albert Maury                  
 
Trustees Thomas Breslin was also in attendance.    
 
 
 
Workgroup Chair Dotson welcomed all Trustees, University faculty and staff to the meeting.  He 
thanked University personnel for their continued leadership and hard work in supporting the 
missions of Athletics and the University.  
 
Workgroup Chair Dotson announced that construction of the Field House at the FIU Stadium was 
nearly complete and would soon open its doors.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Workgroup Chair Dotson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the 13 
March 2009, Athletics Workgroup meeting.  Hearing none, the Workgroup adopted the following:  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Florida International University 
Board of Trustees’ Athletics Workgroup held on 13 March 2009, attached to this 
Resolution as Exhibit “AW-Minutes,” are hereby approved. 

 
 
3. ACTION ITEM 
 
AW1. FIU Athletics Finance Corporation Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation 
and Amended Bylaws 
General Counsel Cristina Mendoza presented the FIU Athletics Finance Corporation Amended and 
Restated Articles of Incorporation and Amended Bylaws for Workgroup review, noting that the 
proposed amendments included a conflict of interest policy, conformed to IRS requirements relating 
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to not-for-profit corporations as well as other revisions concerning the composition of the Board. 
Trustee Albert Maury requested that an F.I.U. Board of Trustees designee be appointed to the 
Athletics Finance Corporation Board of Directors.  The Workgroup amended the Resolution to 
incorporate Trustee Maury’s recommendation. 
 
After discussion, the Workgroup recommended the following Resolution for Board approval: 
 

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2006, the Florida International University Board of Trustees 
("the BOT") approved the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the FIU Athletics 
Finance Corporation (“the Corporation”) and designated the Corporation as a direct 
support organization of the University to undertake the financing of the construction of the 
FIU Football Stadium; and  
 
WHEREAS, in an effort to conform to current IRS requirements relating to not-for-profit 
corporations and to make other revisions relating to the composition of the Board and the 
conduct of meetings in the best interest of the Corporation, on April 30, 2009, the Board of 
Directors of the Corporation approved the Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation 
attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” and on May 19, 2009 approved the Amended Bylaws 
attached hereto as Exhibit “B;” and  
 
WHEREAS, FIU Regulation FIU-1502 provides that amendments to the Articles of 
Incorporation or Bylaws must be approved by the BOT prior to becoming effective; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the BOT as follows: 
The BOT hereby (i) approves the Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation and 
Amended Bylaws as further amended of the Corporation, in the form attached as Exhibits 
"A" and "B” hereto. 

 
 
4. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS (NO ACTION REQUIRED) 
 

4.1. Compliance Update  
AD Pete Garcia provided an update on Athletics Compliance issues, noting that the Athletics 
department was continuing to address compliance issues for student athletes in areas such as 
academic probation, financial aid eligibility, and APR.   
 
He thanked all involved University departments for their support and cooperation in ensuring 
academic compliance for student athletes and stated that Athletics remained committed to working 
with University departments in this campus-wide process. 
 
4.2. APR  
AD Garcia and APR Specialist Monique Garcia led the discussion on APR issues.  AD Garcia stated 
that Athletics would continue to ensure their student-athletes achieve academic success at the 
University and reported that the NCAA commended FIU for its improvement in APR rates over 
the past two academic years. 
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AD Garcia added that, due to the success of the University’s compliance with APR, the NCAA 
would be publishing a special article regarding the University’s successful compliance process.  AD 
Garcia thanked APR Specialist Monique Garcia and the APR Compliance team for their hard work 
and dedication to this important issue. 
 
4.3. Naming Rights Opportunities 
Associate AD for Major Gifts Jose Sotolongo led the discussion on Naming Rights Opportunities, 
stating that there were several opportunities for naming various athletic structures on the 
University’s campus, such as the baseball and soccer stadiums, the fieldhouse and the football 
stadium.  He noted that solicitations for various naming rights were currently underway. 
 
4.4. Pouring Rights 
Associate AD for External Operations Shawn Thorimbert led the discussion on pouring rights for 
the FIU Stadium, noting that the University was in the process of advertising a Request for 
Proposals to obtain an agreement for pouring rights that would best suit the Stadium and 
University’s needs. 
 
4.5. Basketball Update 
AD Garcia presented the basketball update, stating that the Athletics Department was currently 
involved in discussions with other Universities to schedule future basketball games.   
 
AD Garcia commented that he was pleased to report that ESPN network would be broadcasting  
live FIU Basketball games this coming season.  He also stated that recently hired basketball coach 
Isiah Thomas was in the process of actively recruiting several promising junior college players for 
the team. 
 
4.6. Spring Sports Performance Update 
Senior Associate AD Julie Berg presented the Sports Performance Update to the Workgroup, 
providing an overview on the various accomplishments of FIU’s student-athletes.  She noted that 
there was a significant improvement overall in Spring sports, adding that women’s tennis recently 
won the Sun Belt Conference for the fourth time in five years, and the program was currently 
ranked 29th in the country, while Belen Buendia was named Sun Belt Conference Freshman of the 
Year.  Senior Associate AD Berg reported that Women’s Volleyball Team member Yarimar Rosa 
was awarded the Sunbelt Conference title of Student-Athlete of the Year, while football quarterback 
Paul McCall received the Male Sporting Behavior Award of the Year.  She also reported that 
women’s track & field placed second in the women’s Sun Belt conference, with two athletes set to 
compete in NCAA regional competitions.  She added that Softball and Baseball programs were also 
experiencing significant improvements in performance for the current season. 
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5. NEW BUSINESS 
Workgroup Chair Dotson presented the Fieldhouse Naming as a New Business Item to the 
Workgroup in honor of Trustee R. Kirk Landon, who made a substantial commitment to the 
construction and furnishing of the FIU Stadium Fieldhouse.  General Counsel Cristina Mendoza 
noted that although the item did not have a formal resolution, the Workgroup would need to review 
the item so that it could be vetted by the Full Board at the next scheduled meeting.  After 
discussion, the Workgroup approved to bring forth a Resolution to the Full Board requesting 
approval of the naming of the FIU Stadium Fieldhouse as the “R. Kirk Landon Fieldhouse.” 
 
6.  CLOSING REMARKS & ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business, the meeting of the Florida International University Board of Trustees’ 
Athletics Workgroup was adjourned on Thursday, 28 May 2009, at 11:05 a.m. 
 
Trustee Requests 
 

Follow-up Completion 
Date 

1. Trustee Dotson requested that student athletes Yarimar Rosa and 
Paul McCall be invited to the Full Board meeting to share their 
experiences with the Board. 

Pete Garcia September 
2009 

2. Trustee Dotson requested that Athletics determine the possibilities of 
organizing a trip to Ohio State University so that Ohio State alumni 
living in Miami can attend a basketball game. 

Pete Garcia  
November 
2009 trip to 
UNC 

3. Trustee Dotson requested Athletics should consider options for 
increasing community involvement with non-traditional sports. 

Pete Garcia Working with 
external 
relations to 
continue 
promoting fall 
sports 
volleyball and 
women’s soccer 

4. Trustee Maury requested that student-athletes be invited to Alumni 
Association Board of Director’s meetings. 

Pete Garcia TBA 

 
 
Exhibits: “AW-Minutes”, “A” & “B” 
 

MG 
6.28.09 
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Agenda Item 3           

THE FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Athletics Workgroup 
November 18, 2009 

 
Subject:  Discussion/Information Items (No Action Required) 

 
 

Proposed Workgroup Action 
 

None.  For discussion and information purposes only. 
 

 
Background Information 

 
 

3.1     Athletics Overview Pete Garcia 

3.2     Community Service Report Liz Augustin 

3.3     Facilities Impact on the Community Julie Berg 

3.4     Pouring Rights Update Shawn Thorimbert 

3.5     Naming Rights Update Jose Sotolongo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Exhibits/Supporting Documents: 
 
 

 Athletics’ Media Coverage 
 2008 High School Football Game 

Schedule 
 2009 High School Football Game 

Schedule 
 
 

Facilitator/Presenter:  Pete Garcia 
 Liz Augustin 
 Julie Berg 
 Shawn Thorimbert 
 Jose Sotolongo 
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2008 HS Football Games Schedule Public: 12 Games
As of Monday, December 8th, 2008 Playoff Games: 4 Games
Completed by Anthony Mozzicato, Stadium Manager

Date Games
10/2/2008 Braddock HS Game

10/3/2008 Miami Sunset HS Game

10/10/2008 Felix Verela HS Game

10/16/2008 Felix Verela HS Game

10/17/2008 Gulliver Prep. HS Game

10/23/2008 Palmetto HS Game

10/24/2008 Ferguson HS Game

10/25/2008 Miami Sunset HS Game

10/30/2008 Coral Park HS Game

11/1/2008 Killian HS Game

11/6/2008 Miami Sunset HS Game

11/7/2008 Palmetto HS Game

11/21/2008 Northwestern vs. Columbus HS Playoff Game

11/28/2008 Palmetto vs. Killian HS Playoff Game

11/29/2008 Northwestern vs. Central HS Playoff Game

12/5/2008 Northwestern vs. Killian HS Playoff Game
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2009 HS Football Games Schedule Public: 7 Games
As of Wednesday, November 4th, 2009 Private: 1 Game
Completed by Anthony Mozzicato, Stadium Manager Potential Playoffs: 4 Games

Date Games
9/4/2009 Palmetto vs. Columbus HS Game

9/11/2009 Belen vs. Columbus HS Game

10/8/2009 Northwestern vs. Central HS Game (ESPN 2 - National TV)

10/9/2009 Coral Gables vs. Columbus HS Game

10/15/2009 Coral Park vs. Braddock HS Game

10/16/2009 Northwestern vs. Columbus HS Game

11/6/2009 Palmetto vs. Killian HS Game

11/12/2009 Killian vs. Columbus HS Game

11/20/2009 Potential HS Playoff Game

11/27/2009 Potential HS Playoff Game

12/4/2009 Potential HS Playoff Game

12/11/2009 Potential HS Playoff Game
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